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When I first started studying Japanese history at university, I was impressed by Japan's interest in learning
from other countries and then using that knowledge to develop itself. This explains why a lot of things are
curiously familiar for me as a Brit living in Japan, roughly ten thousand kilometres away from home. Japan's
driving system for one, but also this island's tunes...

When I first woke up on Osakikamijima, I heard a familiar sound play out in the summer
morning air. It took a second or two for my sleep-befuddled brain to figure out what it was...
Green Sleeves!? T was so surprised, why was a court song from Tudor England being played here
on Osakikamijima? It is the kind of music Elizabeth the 1st would have danced to. I wonder who
chose it? But the surprise has not stopped there... I hear the Scottish anthem, Auld Lang Syne,
at closing time in Juntendo, the chime of Big Ben at noon, and the theme songs from Phantom of
the Opera and Cats from the clock at school. The kids even do the 'bridge pose’ to the tune of
'Sur le pont d'Avignon’ during their P.E. lessons. Things like this remind me how interconnected
we are. Did you know that there are 552 Japanese loanwords in the Oxford English Dictionary?
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