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As I previously mentioned in October's "English
Challenge" article, I am currently taking a JET
correspondence course for translation and
interpretation. In December I attended a five day
training seminar in Shiga Prefecture, and it was a
very difficult seminar requiring a lot of concentration.
However, I had fun and learned a lot while I was there,
so I'm really glad I was able to participate! Early
Monday morning I took the Shinkansen from Mihara to
Kyoto, and after changing trains to a local line I arrived
at Karasaki Station before noon. The training was held
in the Japan Intercultural Academy of Municipalities
(JTAM) next to Lake Biwa, and from the classroom we
had a beautiful view of the lake. On the first day, all
142 of the participants were together in the auditorium,
but starting on the second day we were split up into
smaller classes. A qualifying exam was required to
get into this course so everyone had a pretty high
level of Japanese. For example, out of my class of 19 I
think I was probably ranked around number

15 in terms of Japanese ability. You'd be

surprised how good some of the people werel

Being around people of this caliber really
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forced me to get better, and I'm looking REFOHRTHENLT
forward to using what I learned both in my WITLDREELAIZL
job and in my life here in Japan. TWwWE 3,
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