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This winter I went back to the U.S. for about two
weeks starting on December 23rd and spent Christmas
and New Year's with my family and friends. On
Christmas morning I exchanged presents with my
wife, parents, brother and his girlfriend, and half-
brother and his wife, and then we all had brunch
together. My family has celebrated Christmas this
same way since I was a child, so even though I hadn't
joined in these past couple years it felt like I'd never
left. New Year's is pretty different in America than in
Japan. In Japan you watch the red vs white singing
competition on TV, make your first shrine visit either
at midnight or the next morning, and then on the
1st everyone relaxes with their families while eating
special New Year's foods. In America however, the
young people go out partying with friends on the 31st
and are unable to do much of anything on the 1lst due
to strong hangovers. Lastly, I took about 1300 pictures
during this trip,

and on the way

back I even got

a picture of Mt.

Fuji from the

planel!
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