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This year marks my 3rd time experiencing the
cherry blossoms since coming to Osakikamijima, and
adding on my experience in Matsue it makes it my
4th 1n total. The blossoming of the cherry trees is of
course a very important time for Japanese people,
but for me it is an especially wondrous event. While
my hometown in the desert is a beautiful place, the
color change that happens in spring doesn't compare
to that in Japan. Prior to coming here I'd never
seen anything like the lush, soft bloom of the cherry
blossoms. Everyone knows about the Sakura Park
behind the Hachiman Shrine, right? Not only do
you have a view to the sea, but there is also a path
lined with cherry trees so when the blossoms are
at full bloom I think this is by far the best viewing
spot on the island. During spring vacation I was
working at the Board of Education, and every day
during my lunch break I'd bring a sack lunch to
Sakura Park and enjoy the cherry blossoms. While
eating a sandwich I'd enjoy viewing the flowers, and
after eating I'd go for a walk taking pictures of the
scenery. This everyday experience could not have
been more satisfying. It's no wonder that this season
is so special since we can only enjoy it for a couple of
weeks a year.
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