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I first came to Osakikamijima at the end of July in
2011, and I knew that for someone who had grown
up in the desert, living on a little island surrounded
by the sea would be an amazing experience. These
past three years I have made a lot of friends, and
on a daily basis I have witnessed the beautiful
scenery that can only be seen on an island. What's
more is that I was able to witness the growth of
hundreds of students, and personally I think I grew
as well. Thanks to groups like the brass band,
Nagi Daiko, and Flight 2000, I was able to continue
making music, but more than anything I feel that
my Japanese really improved during this time.
Three years ago I was at an intermediate level
aiming for the JLPT N2, two years ago I passed
the N2, and this summer I took the N1 for a third
time. Though I won't know the results until the
end of August, I'm hoping that this third time will
be the charm! From August through next March
I'll be teaching English in Mihara,

so I can still visit the island. Lastly,

I'd like to introduce the new teacher

starting in August. Her name is Tara

Yamashiro, and she is from Hawaii. 1

hope that she will have an amazing

experience like I had on this island.

Thank you so much for these past

three years! Until we meet again... ;)
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