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As does many other places in the world, Hawaii
has its own traditional religion and creation story.
The creation of the Hawaiian islands are recorded
in a chant called the "Kumulipo". It is 2,102 lines
long. It starts off with the darkness of a world with
no life and slowly introduces each creature that is
made and their makers. But according to popular
legend, Papa, the earth mother, and Wakea, the
sky father, are the creators of the Hawaiian
Islands.

Papa's real name is Papahanaumoku and she
is said to be the ancestor of kalo, or taro, the
staple food of the Hawaiian
people, as well as the ancestor
of the Kanak Maoli or Native
Hawaiian people. Wakea is the
ancestor of the alii or ruling
class of Hawaii. They are both
very important gods to the
Native Hawaiian people.
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