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There are many things that took me by surprise
since I moved to Japan. One thing that still amazes
me 1s parent involvement. In Japan, there are
many different events involving parents, including
class observation days and home visits. I think
it's great that parents can do things like see their
children study and become friendly with teachers.
In Hawaii, we do not have special days like this.
Throughout the school year, there are only a few
times where parents interact with teachers. One
1s at the beginning of the school year called “Open
House”. It's usually in the evening when parents
get off of work. They come to school to meet their
child's new teachers and hear about
what that year will have in store for
them. Another occasion is Parent-
Teacher Conferences, where parents
and teachers talk about the students'
progress in school. We sometimes
have them once or twice a year, at
the beginning and the end.
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