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3: L’ _[‘_-f Doukhobors
P RORRIVEGTE (FUR MIO—FIK)
{English)

This month marks the 60th anniversary of the
5 ~_cl/r ping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Throughout the world there will be ceremonies to
remember the horror of war and to think about peace. My
hometown in Canada, Grand Forks, will also be holding

peace ceremonies.

Grand Forks has a long history of peace-activism.
Many of the first settlers to the area were Doukhobors
from Russia. They had to escape from Russia 100
years ago because they were being killed for their
religious beliefs. They lived communally, believed
everyone was equal and refused to fight in wars. Their
motto is “Toil and a peaceful life.”

Even now, the Doukhobors have a special agreement
with the government of Canada that says they may not
be conscripted to fight in war. Their descendants are
very active to promote peace and co-operation through
festivals, peace marches and diplomacy. Although I
have no Doukhobor ancestors, I have been deeply

affected by their activities in my community. Megan
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