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REB~DIR
(English)

It is hard to believe I have been here for almost five
months now! It seems so recently that [ was arriving at
Narita and seeing Japan for the first time. I have been
and I
Osakikamijima and Japan very much.

very busy here, have been enjoying

I recently visited Kyoto for the first time, and I
liked it very much. Kyoto is such a beautiful city, with
a wonderful mix of old and new. I stayed in an old
Japanese house on a futon, sharing a room with five
Japanese men. I saw Ginkaku-ji, Kiyomizu-dera, and
Nijo-jo. It was the middle of Momiji season, so the
temples were very crowded, but they were very
beautiful. Going to Kyoto was also my first time on the
Shinkansen, I liked the *Nozomi* very much.”

Back in New York, my family is getting ready for
our yearly Christmas Party. Every year, on December
24th, my family has a big party for our neighborhood,

over 100 people come to eat, talk, and exchange

am happy to be in Japan. I can go back to my family
next year if I want, but this is my first opportunity to
have Christmas on my own, with friends. These new

experiences are why I came to Japan, so I am happy.
Ben

(BA3E)
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