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Hello again everyone. The last time I wrote I
introduced the culture and tradition of Ireland but this
time I would like to inform you about the major
economic transition which has taken place in Ireland
since the early 1990’s. Ireland was an economic
disaster with high unemployment, high emigration and
low productivity all throughout the 1980’s and at the
time was considered one of the poorest countries in
Europe. However, in the early 1990’s many
multinational corporations began to move into Ireland
and set up businesses which created job opportunities
and economic growth, and Ireland, over the course of
the 90’s, went from being among the poorest countries
in Europe to Europe’s richest country per capita with
the most productive economy in the European Union (EU).
This transition had many observers called the Irish
economy the “Celtic Tiger” and since the 90’s Ireland
has developed into a major area for commerce and
opportunity. This has turned Ireland into a
multicultural hub and Ireland now has many
immigrants from mainland and Eastern Europe as well
as the disadvantaged areas of Western Africa and
Asia, meaning where once we had a polarized and
insolated country, now we have a thriving, productive

and multicultural nation with a very bright future and
an abundance of opportunities. This transition has
been clear to me throughout my lifetime as I grew up
during Ireland’s disadvantaged era and have seen the
changes taking place before my own eyes, and as I
studied this transition in college I can say that the
Ireland of today is a far cry from the Ireland of my
childhood. With Christmas fast approaching I wish to
extend a big “Merry Christmas” to everyone and as
always please feel free to email me at grahamruddle
@gmail.com. Graham.
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