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Hello everyone!

It has certainly been a
summer of many changes for
me. As I am sure you all
know by now, Graham-sensei
returned to Ireland in August.
During the course of the past year he and I became
good friends, so 1 shall miss him very much.
Luckily, the new ALT, Nobuko-sensei, has already

However, the highlight of our trip was a visit to
the Akiyoshi Caves in Mine-shi. The entrance to the
cave is so magical with a very beautiful mist that
hangs in the air and a beautiful creek with tall trees
growing on both banks. 1 felt as though 1 had been
transported into a fairy tale. The caves themselves
are very mysterious with rocks carved over hundreds
of thousands of years into flat plates or massive
pillars. The air inside the caves is very cool, almost
cold and everywhere the voices of the many visitors
echo. My brother and 1 spent many hours exploring
the caves. Our hosts, who had all been there before,
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have a wonderful year working together.

This summer my brother
America. The week before
wonderful  vacation together

country.

some of Tom's Japanese friends.
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well as many beautiful shrines.
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become a good friend and I am sure that we shall

Tom also returned to
he left, we enjoyed a
in Yamaguchi
prefecture. He was very sad to leave Japan, so it was
a good opportunity for him to say goodbye to this
1 had never been to Yamaguchi before
myself and we were lucky to have as our tour guides

We visited many places in the prefecture including
several onsens, the Mori Museum in Hofu-shi, which
has a beautiful garden and many wonderful pieces of
Japanese art from the Heian and Meiji periods, as

== AIVAIV"ﬂ"U"U"Jl!AIV"K"H"J-'AIVAIK"'

were very patient with us and let us examine every
rock for as long as we wanted and we actually ended
up walking through the caves twice!

I have included a picture of my brother and 1 at the
entrance to the caves.
Our visit there was such
a special memory and,
while T am sure I shall
miss him very much, I
am looking forward to
making many wonderful
new memories this year.

Judy
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