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LA EXIELES

It's been about two months
since I moved to Osakikamijima
and 1 have really enjoyed my
life here! Everyone has been so
nice and welcoming, I just want
to say, "Thanks! "

There are many differences between
Los Angeles and in Osakikamijima. First, Los
Angeles is a BIG city with under, Smillion people. In
Dodger Stadium alone (where the Los Angeles
Dodgers play), over 50,000 people can watch a
single baseball game! Here on the island, almost the
entire town of Osaki can gather for Sports Day and
fit in the Osaki Elementary School field. I love the
smaller size and the close-knit community that can
develop in a small town!

Second, Los Angeles neighbors many communities
such as Hollywood, Santa Monica, or Venice Beach
but to get to most places, it can take up to 30 minutes
or more by car, depending on traffic. Here, I can walk
for five minutes and catch the most gorgeous sunsets!
You may have even spotted me with my camera on
the Nagashima Bridge!

my life in

0
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0
A
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A
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o o 4O £ £ 4

Olvera Street, and of course, Little Tokyo. The
Japanese American community within Los Angeles
is shrinking (many are moving to neighboring cities
like Torrance or Gardena) sO community celebrations
are less elaborate than they used to be when [ was a
child. So when we heard about the Nakano Fall
Matsuri happening on the last weekend of
September, Judy and I were 30 excited and happy to
be a part of it and on top of that, to be able to wear
kimonos!

I love living in Los Angeles because it's a diverse
city, there's always something to do, has awesome
weather all year round, and mostly because my
family and friends are there but I have come to really
enjoy my life in Osakikamijima. I've managed to not
get lost recently, buy round
trip ferry tickets, and be able
to count in "man" and "yen"
instead of dollars! There is
otill a lot 1 don't know about
Japan and the proper customs
and ways to do things but 1
can't wait to learn more!

Nobuko

Third, Los Angeles has many ethnic communities
such as Chinatown, Little Armenia, Little Ethiopia, o R !
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