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Hello again everyone. In December, I had my shodan
test for judo. I began judo training when I was in
university and was lucky to be elected as captain of the
team when I was in second year. I did it for the entire 4
years I was in college and then decided that when I got
my Japanese job, that I would try to train here in Japan
as the quality of training is so much higher than in
Ireland. So, I began training in Shosen University on this
island with a group of students. The training was very
hard at first, but overall my skill level improved a lot
and by December last year I was ready to take the
Shodan test. The test was difficult as I had to win 13
fights in the © & 72 & tournaments, and then on the final
day I had to perform the nage-no-kata with my training

partner. We were very nervous but we had trained very

hard to pass so there was no problem, and two weeks
later I got a call to say that I had passed the test. I was
so happy, and relieved, and now I have an official
Japanese black belt. Soon I am going to the USA again to
visit my fiancee so next time I will post some pictures
from that trip. As always, if anyone wants to practice
their English,

(@gmail.com. Best wishes, Graham.

please email me at grahamruddle
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