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Hello everyone!

The past few months have been full of excitement. I
have been enjoying the warmer weather very much-
taking long walks on Okushi Beach and on Kanomine
Mountain and also experiencing my first cherry blossom
season in Japan.

Last year in America I was able to spend some time in
Washington D.C. during their cherry blossom season, and
I fell in love with the delicate flowers and their
wonderful smell. Here in Japan I do not have to travel
very far at all to experience this magical time- in fact I
only have to walk down my street before I am greeted by
trees covered in a kind of spring snow! This past
Saturday I was able to spend some time with my friends
in Hiroshima City enjoying the wonderful cherry blossom
trees in the Peace Park. It was a wonderful day, one I

shall never forget.

I also have been able to spend some time traveling and

during the Spring Vacation I visited some friends in
Hong Kong. It was a very interesting trip and I was able
to eat some wonderful Chinese food and enjoy lots of
shopping. However, the best part was a hike I took with
my friends through the mountains in an area of Hong
Kong called the New Territories. It was a long and
difficult hike, but halfway through we arrived at a
beautiful and completely empty beach, and, though I
wasn’'t wearing a swimsuit, I decided to go swimming
anyway! I have enclosed a picture of myself with one of
my friends, Khin Voong, which was taken following my
swim. As you can see I am still very wet and disheveled.
[ hope you enjoy the picture and excuse my not very

elegant appearance!
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