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Konnichiwa Mina-san!

The more | learn about Japan the more
interesting it becomes. Recently | participated in
the Shinto Kenka-Mikoshi Festival. It was a great
experience. The first day was harrowing. | woke up
very early and the day’s activities lasted almost 12
hours. | was reluctant the second day but it was
very rewarding in the end-it wasn’t as long or as
tiresome as the first. | enjoyed learning little bits of
culture using my broken Japanese. | find it
interesting that the Tengu demon quells the lion in
the festival; and, also that getting bit by the lion is
good luck. | enjoyed participating in the Mikoshi
"fight” at Jinja. It reminded me of the camaraderie
I have experienced in full-contact sports like
rugby. Often, the teams are very rough on the
rugby field, but quickly become close friends after
the game.

The festival was hard work but | felt more
integrated into this community than | ever have
before. As | sat on the marble steps at Jinja
sweating and breathing hard next to 5 or 6 other
Mikoshi carrying people, it all made sense
somehow. The shared experience helped me to
talk to more Japanese participants afterwards; |
found that they wanted to know things about me
just as | wanted to know more things about them.
Thank you to all of the participants that have
welcomed me into the festival, explained things,
and patiently waited as | tried to ask questions
about the festival.

Well, thanks for reading! Daniel
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