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Hello everyone ! With the
weather slowly warming and
the first beautiful plum
blossoms on the trees, now
seems to be a good time to
reflect on this, my second winter in Japan.

It was certainly a winter full of changes with my
brother settling into a job in San Diego and my
mother starting a new, very exciting life in New
Zealand just as I began preparing for my life after I
leave Osakikamijima. Even though there are still four
months left, I have already begun to feel a little bit
sad as I consider that this will be my last spring here.

I think about how this will be the last time that I smell
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the sweet scent of the clusters of plum

blossoms that I pass by every morning on my

way to work and that this will be the last time I

see the orderly rows of orange trees heavy with their
sweet fruit.

People say that changes are natural, that it is
impossible to cling to the past. They say that it time is
like sand - it runs through one's fingers and the harder
we hold onto it, the faster it slips away. But that
doesn't make it any easier, as I experienced a few
days ago during the Junior High School graduations.
Even though I promised myself that I wouldn't
become emotional, I still cried because these students
have become very special to me over the course of the
past year and I will miss them even as I am happy
that they will begin a new adventure.

On a completely different note, this month's
photograph is from the Sapporo Snow Festival.
Nobuko and I went there last month. We had a
wonderful time, even though it snowed almost
continually ! It was my first trip to Hokkaido and I
will never forget it.

Judy
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