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As my days on Osakikamijima

&

are numbered, I feel a deep sadness
because I'll miss the friends I've
made at my eikaiwa, the scenery I
enjoy so much, all the times I
laughed with the teachers and at
the Board of Education, and seeing the dearest, smiling
faces of the children I teach. It was difficult leaving my

family and fiance last August but living in Osakikamijima
has been one of the greatest experiences of my life, one
that T'll always remember! I have so many wonderful
memories with everyone I've had the pleasure to work
with and become acquainted with in town-please know
that even a smile or nod from afar, a simple greeting, or
a brief conversation has meant the world to me because
it made me feel like a part of the school and the
community. Thank you from the bottom of my heart and
please accept my sincerest wishes for a happy future!
Lastly, my dearest hope is to one day meet my students
again either in Japan or in America and have a great
conversation in Japanese AND English! I will continue to
study Japanese so to all my students, please keep
learning (and enjoying) English! Until we meet again,
please keep in touch: h—nobuko @hotmail.com!

Nobuko

It is difficult to believe that I have come to the end of
two years here on Osakikamijima. It seems like only
yesterday that I saw the island for the first time, through
layers of hot August haze. I remember how worried I
was then-worried about my new job and whether I would
turn out to be a terrible teacher, worried about learning
a difficult new language, and mostly worried about how I
would make this strange place into a home...

Now two years on, all the unfamiliar places have
become old friends and wheneverl take the ferry back to
the island I feel as though I am going home. I have come
to greatly enjoy teaching and have come to love Japanese.
During these final weeks, I am filled with many different
emotions-sadness because I am leaving, nostalgia for all
the happy times that I had here, but most of all a deep
feeling of gratitude for all the people who have made my
life here as wonderful as it has been. I would really like
to thank all the teachers, students, government workers,
friends and neighbors who have taken so much time to
make me feel welcome here. I will never forget you or
your kindness. I know that there have been many JETs
before me and that there will be as many JETs after me,
and I know that in this way I am only one among many.
But for me, this island will always be unique and special
and will forever hold a place in my heart. Thank you.

Judy
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