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Hello Osakikamijima!

Well, I

doing a lot since my last

have been

article, so I will list a
the

p few of more
interesting things. Hmmm-+-*I ran a tiny marathon with
my Higashino students. It was very fun and interested
me in the Osaki Ekiden—which was also very fun.

I was very excited to play a Japanese Koto at Kinoe
elementary school. It looked and sounded very beautiful.

I travelled to Shikoku for the "Shikoku Henro” but
only made it to 4 temples. My friends and I walked to
whole way and we became very tired!

My girlfriend and I hitchhiked to Akashi port, and
then to Hiroshima in other people’s cars. It was when the
Onishi port closed due to fog. It was very exciting and
something I would almost never do in America.

The Jr. High School teachers all had a very delicious
Obento after the 9" grade graduation. The graduations
have been fun but are different from America. I am used
to the audience cheering for their friends and family
when they hear their names. Everyone applauds after
each speech. Some students in America give a speech
about the future and the school year. Also, American
ceremonies are a lot less formalized. We don’t have to
walk in straight lines, sit straight, keep our hands at our
side, turn around a certain way, bow to all parties in
These all

militaristic and in fact, Japan has acquired much of this

attendance, or yell greetings. seem very
formality from visiting armies long ago. Also, we don’t
sing songs as a group, save maybe one Alma Mater, or
school hymn. And last, we usually wear a black gown,
black hat, and often different color sashes or pins to
show your achievements or clubs. I included a picture of
myself graduating from my college, Bucknell, in
Pennsylvania, USA.

I will miss all of the teachers that are changing

positions or retiring. Good luck!

Well, thanks for reading!

Daniel
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