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Hey fellow islanders!

Recently, on a crowded
train to Hiroshima, I sat
reading a book. A lady

sat down next to me [T it TE
after entering the train. After about 2 minutes, she
placed her large purse in between us both. The purse
was a boundary between her and I ; between a
Japanese person and a foreigner. I wasn't sweating. I
didn’t smell. I didn’t accidentally rub arms with her. A
stop later, someone left from the seat in front of us.
The lady stood up and sat in the empty seat. So,
instead of sitting next to a foreigner, she preferred to
change seats and sit next to a Japanese person (who
she didn’t know either).

I felt a little sad and a little wronged. In a sharp
contrast to Americans, the Japanese seem very nervous
about talking to foreigners, strangers, and even people
they see on a weekly basis. For example, Yours is a
small grocery store on my island. I (and most of the
residents) know all of the workers in the store. We
have seen their faces a thousand times while they
serve us. In America we would ask these workers,
“How’s your day?” “How’s your family” or simply talk
about the weather. In fact, most Japanese grocery
stores restrict their workers from using small talk
with customers.

This small talk is almost absent in Japan. In
America, we sometimes use small talk with strangers
waiting at a bus stop, waiting in a line, or almost
anywhere. I find that one of the pleasures of living is
talking to people. But some Americans talk too much.
After you comment on the weather, these people tell
you their whole family history. They tell you about
their grandchildren, they show you pictures, and then
bore you with a story about their cat’s intestinal
problems. And then you miss your bus. Some
Americans don’t know when to stop! What I want to
say is this : I think there is a happy medium between
the shy Japanese and the overconfident / talkative /
annoying Americans. What are your thoughts?
(Speaking of public transportation, here’'s a picture of
an interesting van a spotted on the island. Have you
seen it before?)

Daniel
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