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For the past two and a half years before coming to
Japan I was living in the United States working as music
teacher in Arizona, but in addition to teaching I was also
performing music such as playing the guitar in a rock
band and the trombone in a jazz band. Prior to coming to
Osakikamijima I was a little worried if there would be
opportunities to perform on this island, but after
arriving I found out that there are several groups to play
in! Starting in August I joined Osakikamijima’'s Brass
Band playing the trombone. It was a lot of fun
performing with the other band members at the Sports
Festival in October! Also, starting in October I am
participating in the Osaki Nagi Daiko group! All of the
members in the taiko group are super nice and ultra
patient while teaching me, so learning to play has been a
very pleasant experience. Not only do you have to use
your shoulders and arms when playing the taiko, but you
also have to use your legs so it is a great workout for
the whole body! Music is my favorite hobby, so having
these wonderful opportunities to perform on Osakikamijima

has made me very happy.

Ayako arrived about a month ago on Osakikamijima.
Her parents live in Yonago City in Tottori Prefecture,
and this is not too far from Osakikamijima so we have
already been able to meet them on two separate
occasions. From October 8-10th, Ayako’s mother, father,
and younger brother came to Osakikamijima to visit, but
in September we went to Yonago to see them. During this
Yonago trip it was a lot of fun being able to see her
father and mother after not seeing them for so long. I
was also able to go to Matsue City in Shimane Prefecture
where [ used to live, so for me this was a special trip. In
Matsue I met my Japanese teacher along with several of
my friends, and I was also able to go to my favorite
At Lake Shinji on the

Yomegashima Island I saw a gorgeous sunset and it was

place. shore in front of
so nostalgic. My workplace in Matsue was near Lake
Shinji so everyday during my lunch break I made an
effort to go to the lake and eat my lunch across from
Yomegashima. Up until now I have been to many
different places in Japan, but even now my favorite place
in Japan is still Lake Shinji.

Patrick Murphy
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