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Hey Osakikamijima!

Daniel here. Christmas has come and passed. And so
has New Years. The more I think about it, Christmas is a
strange holiday. It's made up of many different customs
from many different cultures. Many people believe
Christmas is a celebration of Jesus’ birthday. But many
countries that don’t believe in Jesus still celebrate

Christmas.

Here are some interesting facts about Christmas. The
Christmas tree came from ancient pagans in Scandinavia
and Germany. They dragged a big log into their home to
burn in the fireplace throughout the cold winter. Many
Japanese associate Christmas cake with Christmas. This
custom, however, in Japan. In fact,

appears only

Christmas deserts usually include pudding, pies or

fruitcake?which is more like bread than cake.

In 1843, Charles Dickens wrote the novel A Christmas
Carol which really explained the “spirit” of Christmas.
The popularity of this novel has brought us Christmas as
we know it today: a special time to focus on family,
goodwill, and compassion. As for Santa Claus, he very

well may have been just a fairy tale.

And as for New Year’s Eve, in America, we usually
wait till they show the midnight countdown on TV.
10++:9++-8-+you get the idea. Then we go outside, yell
“Happy New Year”, set off fireworks and kiss our family
and loved ones. (I know, gross, right?) Maybe you heard
Akimi and I outside our apartment. Here is a picture of

us smiling with all our holiday cheer.

Well, Happy New Year!

Kotoshi mo yoroshiku onegaishimasu!

Daniel
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