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Hello everyone!

This is the first article that I am writing after moving
to the island. So far I have been very happy with my
new life here in Japan and on Osakikamijima. I arrived in
Japan on the evening of Sunday, July 24th, and for the
next three days [ attended an orientation for JET
participants in Tokyo. On the following Wednesday I
finally arrived on Osakikamijima and began to meet

many of my new coworkers, neighbors, and students.

I have been doing a lot of traveling since arriving here
so I have already had many interesting experiences. Here
on the island I have been lucky enough to experience for
the first time what it is like to row in a kaidenma boat
and [ also attended a festival in Kinoe where [ saw some
amazing looking fireworks. Some of the more memorable
experiences off of the island have included going to
Fukuyama where I practiced riding a scooter, going to
the Hiroshima License Center where I passed the written
exam to get my scooter on the first try (yay!), and
especially when I went to Hiroshima on August 6th and
was able to witness both the morning ceremony as well

as the floating lantern ceremony in the evening.

Already I have met many friendly people living here
on Osakikamijima, and now that I can travel by scooter I
hope to explore some farther away places on the island
to see more of the sights and meet more of the island’s
residents. Thank you everyone for being so kind to me so
far! You have made me feel very welcome here on your
island, and I am honored to now call Osakikamijima my
new home.

Patrick
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