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On December 4th I took Level 2 of the Japanese
The JLPT has 5

levels, with Level 5 being for beginners and Level 1

Language Proficiency Test (JLPT).

being the most advanced. Last year in December I took
Level 3 in the United States and this year in February I
received the results that I had passed. Even though a
machine grades the exams, for some reason it takes about
two months to receive the results, so I will again have to
wait until February for the outcome. Last time I had to
drive 8 hours all the way to Los Angeles to take the test,
so this time I was really happy being able to take it in
nearby Saijo! There was a big difference between Level 3
(N3) and Level 2 (N2). For example, in order to pass the
N3 I had to study about 700 kanji but for the N2 I
needed to learn over 1,000 characters. Moreover, the
test covers not only kanji, but also grammar, vocabulary,
and listening comprehension as well, so prior to the test I
used textbooks targeting grammar and reading
comprehension in addition to kanji textbooks and flash

cards.

Despite all of this preparation the exam was pretty
difficult. If T don’t pass this time I think that I can
definitely pass next summer. After all, [ am not only
aiming for the N2. Someday I would also like to conquer
the N1. For the N1 I would need to know over 2000
kanji, so accomplishing that goal is at least a couple of
years away. However, [ am now in a great environment
to study Japanese, so I am setting a goal of taking the N1
at the end of 2013. For me the main purpose of taking
these exams is to confirm my own improvement, but it
also has a more practical use. If T acquire certification
for passing the N2 or N1 it will make it easier to get
translating or interpreting jobs, and it will be easier to
get into a Japanese university if I want to go to graduate
school. For all of these reasons I am going to do my very
best all the way until the N1!
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