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I passed N2 of the JLPT! I thought that I wouldn't get
the results until September, but this time I applied online
so I was able to see them at the end of August. When
I saw the word“Passed’] was so happy and had a huge
smile on my face. I'm so glad that I passed! When I took
the test last December I didn't really study anything
besides kanji so I failed. In the fall I bought some new
textbooks and in addition to kanji I studied grammar,
vocabulary, reading comprehension, and listening, so this
time the test felt less difficult. However, even after doing
all this studying the reading was still difficult. I wasn't
able to finish the reading problems in time so afterwards
I was really worried that I would fail again. Comparing
July's results to last December's, reading only went up 2
points, but the kanji/grammar/vocabulary section went
up 15 points and listening went up 22 so my total score
went up by 39 points!

Well, now that I've passed the N2, what's next? For
now I'm taking it easy. Next year in December I'm
planning on attempting the N1, but for now instead of
studying to the test I decided to use a more regular
textbook. I felt like I leveled up after frantically studying
for the N2, but studying to the test is not too much
fun. It's really stressful preparing for the JLPT! The
series I recently decided to use is called“Minna no
Nihongo?Intermediate Level."Five years ago when I
first started studying Japanese I was also using Minna
no Nihongo books, so I have come to like the series. For
me the intermediate level might be a little easy, but it's
a good review and I think that studying the material in
these books is much more useful for my life in Japan than
“studying to the test.”If possible I'd like to finish the two
intermediate books by next fall, because after that I plan
on beginning my studies for the N1!
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