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Last month I returned to my hometown for a friend’
s wedding, and it brought back a lot of memories. I
stayed with my parents, but almost every day I was
eating out. When I arrived at the Tucson airport it
was 11pm, but I immediately went to a sandwich place
I love called Eegee’s, and when I ate the ham and
cheese sandwich, fries, and icee-like drink, it gave me
chills it was so good! The U.S. has ranch dressing, and
whenever I go to Eegee’s I use ranch dip instead of
ketchup with the fries. There is nothing better than
ranch dip! Unfortunately there is no ranch dressing
in Japan, so this time I brought back two bottles with
me. In addition to Eegee’s I ate a lot of Mexican food,
hamburgers, and pizza so I'm pretty sure I gained
some weight. Also, while in the states I made sure to
buy things that I can't get in Japan, such as 20 English
books, 4 pairs of pants, 3 shirts, and a pair of size 3lcm
shoes. You can't find size 31's here in Japan!

Whenever I go back and forth between the U.S. and
Japan, it makes me think about what's good and bad in
the different cultures. America is made up of people of
different ethnicities. When I was an elementary school
student my classmates were whites, blacks, Asians,
Arabs, and Hispanics, and I think growing up in this
kind of environment helped give me a strong sense of
equality. In the US. T'll see an Asian or a black person,
and I think to myself, “That's an American.” However,
in Japan the population is 99% Japanese and 1% other.
Furthermore, the majority of that 1% is Chinese and
Koreans so the number of Westerners is especially
small. Because of this, when a Japanese elementary
school student sees me their first thought is probably
“He is a foreigner.” This depresses me, and because
of this I feel that the most important job for an ALT
1s not just to teach English, but also to get Japanese
students accustomed to being
around foreigners without thinking
about the racial differences. Having
99% of the population as Japanese
does have its perks though. The
citizens’ think very similarly, so
there is mutual trust and rules are
obeyed. The US. though is racially
and culturally mixed so mutual
distrust and crime are higher. It
really is interesting to think about
these things.
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