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The U.S. presidential election was on November 6th,
and even though I am living in Japan I was also able
to vote. Depending on the state the voting rules are
a little different, but recently Arizona started allowing
its overseas residents to vote by either email or fax.
Therefore, two and a half weeks before the election I
printed and filled out the ballot that I had received via
email, and then I scanned it back onto my computer
and emailed it to Arizona's voting office. This election
was not only about the presidential race, but a lot
of things were decided on the state level as well. In
addition to the presidential candidates there were also
congressional positions and state propositions on the
ballot. In this election both Colorado and Washington
legalized marijuana. However, by federal law it is still
a crime, so I think that in the near future the Supreme
Court might discuss the matter. Also, Washington,
Maryland, and Maine legalized gay marriage, so now in
9 out of 50 states homosexuals can marry.

Around the time of the election in early November,
many Japanese people asked me questions such as,
“What is the difference between Obama and Romney?”
“Why does the U.S. use the Electoral College system
to decide the presidency?” and “Who do you support?”
Politics is still a difficult topic for me in Japanese, so
answering these questions is challenging. Though it is
difficult, I will now attempt to give some short answers
in this article. Obama is a Democrat and Romney is
a Republican, and Democrats tend to be more liberal
while Republicans are more conservative. If Romney
became president it is said that he would cut spending
more than Obama, so it is thought that he could
possibly bring down the deficit. When it comes to
social issues though such as the civil rights of women,
minorities, and homosexuals, it is thought that Obama
1s more supportive and protective. As for the Electoral
College system, it has both its pros and cons. What's
good is that it protects the rights of smaller states, but
what's bad is that a candidate can win the election with
just the Electoral College without winning the popular
vote, like Bush did in 2000. Lastly, who do you think I
was supporting? I will not write a name, but I will say
that I was very pleased when I heard who won.
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