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In both the United States and Japan there are winter
holidays, and most people take at least a few days off of
work to spend some quality time with family and friends.
Despite the cultures being different, this basic custom
seems to be the same. The most popular winter holidays
in the U. S. are probably Christmas, Hanukkah, and New
Year’s. Hanukkah is a Jewish celebration, and it lasts not
just one day but eight!? Christmas is one day, but since
there is also Christmas Eve the celebration lasts for two
days. There is of course the popular Christian custom of
going to church on Christmas, but since there are also
the non-religious customs such as the story of Santa
Claus, decorating Christmas
trees, and the exchange of s -

-

gifts, many people can enjoy
this holiday. Moreover, doesn’t
everyone like to just spend an
entire day relaxing and having

a good time with family?

When I was in the US. I would go to my parent’s
house every year on Christmas morning, and my family
and I would enjoy such things as exchanging gifts and
eating brunch together. On New Year’'s Eve I would
party with friends and on New Year’s Day I would relax
all day at home. However, this year I was in Japan so [
celebrated Christmas and New Year’s Japanese style. For
Christmas Ayako and I brought home a lot of Kentucky
Fried Chicken.?” When I told this chicken eating custom
to my mother over the phone she was really surprised
and exclaimed, “That’s weird!” For New Year’'s we went
to see my wife’s family in Yonago in Tottori Prefecture.
On New Year’s Eve instead of going to a party we visited
a shrine in the middle of the night with her brother and
parents. On New Year's Day her family as well as
relatives from outside of the prefecture gathered at her
grandparent’s house where we all ate traditional New
Year’s Day food together. Although Japan and the United
States have different ways of celebrating the holidays, I
had a wonderful time this winter vacation!
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