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Everyday has been a lot of fun for me recently. I'm
making new friends and having a lot of interesting
experiences. If I was still living in Arizona I wouldn’t
have been able to have these friends or experiences, so I
am glad that I am living in Japan. Six months have
passed since coming to Osakikamijima, and I am learning
different things about the culture on a daily basis from
Japanese friends and coworkers. At the end of January I
made origami for the first time with a fellow teacher and
student at the junior high school, and I made some cute
looking animals. Since moving to Japan I've not only been
making Japanese friends but also other foreigners who
have come from various countries. In January I went to
Hiroshima City on a business trip and was able to talk
with friends from South Africa, New Zealand, Australia,
England, and Canada who I had not seen for a long time.
Every time that I meet them I am sure to hear an
interesting story. For example, my friend from South
Africa told me about how when he was a boy he lived
next to a wildlife reserve and he would often jump the
fence and play with the giraffes, monkeys, and rhinos!

I am writing this article on February 9th, and today I

received the results for the Japanese Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT). Unfortunately this time I was
not able to pass level N2, but I intend to retake it this
summer. Prior to the next test this coming July I will
have four months to prepare and I am thinking of
different ways to study than I did last time. Last time I
spent almost all of my time studying alone with kanji
textbooks, and in addition to that I would meet a friend
once a week for a language exchange. If possible, this
time I would like to participate in some Japanese classes
in Higashi Hiroshima City, and I am also thinking about
using some new grammar, vocabulary, and reading
comprehension textbooks. Furthermore, I am looking for
as many opportunities as possible to speak Japanese, so
if you would be so kind as to speak Japanese with me
sometimes instead of English I would greatly appreciate

it! Thank you!

RERITE THELWEHZHI L TWET, HriLwv
FOEDPTET, 72 EAMAVRERELT LTwET, b L
HDBFELET)IFIMEATVS D X)) HIGERRE
NCTELDPo720T, SHITHARIMFEATHSL Z L 2E
LLBwET, RIFEBICRTe » A2SBE, HHHEAR
NDORGERLFRMEDP OREA R LEH > TwE 3, 1HD
RICHTWO THEROAEREF L —FEIZ, T KT
POVCEMEIED L7z HRIZG oBLTHH HAR
ANPZTTiER L, s BED2SRIMOIENICEWF
L7z 1 HICHRTIEEHICAT> T, 7 71U 7 AL
Za—=UV—=FYFA, A=A FFUTA, A FT AN,
HFETANDOFGEEALED IZHEE XY LE L7z, RRIFHESIC
) LRI THHVEEEHEE 9, Bz m7 7
7 DIGEEIHE SO HFHIRIREX DO {ITEATWT,
M ERYBZ T, T RBEPT A EBEAZFSHT
ER

CORFEENTVLDIEZ2HIHT, 4H, HARGE
BENREDORERE D 5T L7z, BALDS A0 2 kI
EHRTEEHATLEY, SFEOEICTZHT 500
DT, 6 HORBRE CHEMT H720124 » Hd o T,
B[ & 30E ) ik 2 £ 2 TwE T, ARz E A LD
R OHREEZ L ->T1IATHEBL T L, #1U
A C—HEBIC—mEEBEWVICSHELHZAE) . T
=TI AF VR LT L, Al TENITH
ILBHICHLHARED 7 I ALY, B LWk
RIEERL U ERROHRELHi o720 LE ) L E-Tw
F9. TG, TELRD 72 SADOHAEGEL O %
EWHNUTL B> TWE T, FEaRRIHEFEORD D 12,
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