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Spring is finally here. The cherry blossoms are
blooming and school entrance ceremonies are taking
place. Japan has these types of springlike occurrences,
but in my hometown there are no special school events
or bright pink flowers similar to cherry blossoms that
bloom in the spring. In Tucson there is a day in
February or March when all of a sudden you are able to
wear shorts and a t-shirt, and that is when you realize
that spring has come. Unfortunately, spring in Japan is a
little too cold for shorts. This year I experienced a
Japanese graduation and entrance ceremony for the first
time, and I was really impressed. American high school
and university graduations are very grandiose events,
but elementary and junior high schools don’t really have
an event that's intended for all of the students at the
school. Required education in the U.S. is from 1st through
12th grade while Japan’s is from 1st through 9th, so
perhaps this is a reason why elementary and junior high
graduations are taken so much more seriously in Japan. It
could also be that this is just considered the appropriate
way of celebrating given that the Japanese people have
such a high regard for etiquette and tradition.

Until now I had experienced a Japanese spring only once
before, so this year starting at the beginning of March I
would look forward to the coming cherry blossoms on a
daily basis. Often I would ask my coworkers and students,
“When will the cherry blossoms on Osakikamijima begin to
bloom?” Four years ago when I was living in Matsue I
viewed the cherry blossoms with my coworkers, and I had a
picnic with Ayako under the cherry trees in front of Matsue
Castle. This year the prefecture’s ALTs gathered at Senkoji
Park in Onomichi to see the cherry blossoms, but
unfortunately it was overcast, a very cold wind was
blowing, and the flowers hadn’t really begun to bloom just
yet. However, the next day when Ayako and I went to
Osakikamijima’s Sakura Koen to see the cherry blossoms
they were beautifully in bloom, making it a wonderful
experience. Cherry blossoms only bloom for about two
weeks out of the year, so recently I have been stopping by
Sakura Koen everyday on my way home from work to see
the flowers. The next time that I will be able to enjoy them
will be in April of next year, so I would like to create a
lasting memory of this year’s flowers while I still can.
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