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One year has passed since I first came to
Osakikamijima. During this past year I haven’
t returned to my hometown in the U.S. but I'll be
going back to visit this falll At the end of September
one of my best friends is getting married in Tucson
so I intend to go back at that time. I'm really looking
forward to seeing my family and friends who I have
not seen in a long time. I'm also looking forward to
eating American food. While I'm in Tucson I will try
my best to eat hamburgers, sandwiches, and Mexican
food everyday. After my friend’s wedding I will return
to Japan, but I won't come back alone. My mother will
be coming back with me! She has never been to Japan
before so I'm really excited about introducing her to
Ayako's family and my friends. Not only will we be
coming to Osakikamijima, but I also plan on taking her
to Kyoto and Hiroshima as well so I think this is going
to be a great trip!

I also have one more piece of news to discuss. On
July 1st I had a rematch with the JLPT N2. Ever
since last December when I previously took the test
I've been studying as hard as I can. Thanks to this
hard work I definitely felt a lot more prepared this
time around. I felt that the listening, kanji, grammar,
and vocabulary sections were much easier, but the
reading comprehension section was still difficult. The
N2 is structurally made up of three sections, but it is
separated into only two blocks of time. The first hour
and 45 minutes consists of kanji, vocabulary, grammar,
and reading, and then following a short break the next
50 minutes is all listening. Despite the test being split
into two chunks of time, it is graded on three, so the
score for the reading section is very important. To
pass the test you have to also pass each individual
section, so even if the other sections have great scores
one failed section means the whole exam is failed. The
N3 is different by having two breaks, and since you
can take a mental break before the reading section it’
s not too much trouble. The N2 however is merciless
by making you do the reading problems immediately
following an hour of kanji, vocab, and grammar. By the
time you get to the reading you are already tired and it
is difficult to finish all the problems in the allotted time.
I'm pretty nervous about what my results will be, but
I think that if I'm able to pass the reading section then
I have a decent chance of passing the overall test. All
I can do now is wait until the results are announced in
September. I really hope that I passed!
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