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At the beginning of August a relative from New
York came and visited Hiroshima. I have three half-
brothers, and Eugene is the son of one of these older
brothers. Technically speaking I would call him my
nephew, but since I am 29 and he is 21 he feels more
like a cousin. Prior to August Eugene was studying
Japanese for two months in Hakodate in Hokkaido,
and before returning to the U.S. he came to Hiroshima
Prefecture to visit Ayako and me. On August 5th we
met him at Hiroshima Airport, and then we stayed
the night with a friend in Akitsu. The morning of
the 6th we took a 6am train to Takehara and then
the Kaguyahime Bus to Hiroshima City for the Peace
Memorial Ceremony. The ceremony is only from
8-9am, but throughout the day and into the night there
are many other events going on. After the ceremony
we went to the Peace Memorial Museum, and in an
underground room we listened to four Atomic Bomb
Survivors speaking in English about their experiences.
In the evening we joined the Floating Lantern
Ceremony, and at 10:15pm (8:15am in the US. we went
and watched the city mayor give a speech in English.
I also went last year, so this time was my second time
going to the ceremony. If I can I'd like to attend every
year as long as I'm living in Hiroshima.

After staying the night at a hotel in the city, the next
day we went to Hiroshima Castle, Miyajima, and then
took a shinkansen to Mihara. The following morning
we came to Osakikamijima, had a picnic on Okushi
Beach, went to the Seifukan onsen in the evening,
and then watched a new Studio Ghibli movie at home.
The next day Eugene went to Hiroshima Airport and
returned to the US. For me this trip was a lot of fun.
Not only was I able to see a relative who I hadn't seen
in a long time, but it was also great being able to go to
Mister Donut, Starbucks, McDonald’s, and other stores
in the city. The population of Hiroshima City is about
equal to that of my hometown of Tucson. It's not too
big and not too small, so I always feel comfortable
there and I could see myself living there in the future
Also, if T do end up living in Hiroshima City it won't be
that far from Osakikamijima, and that means it wouldn't
be too hard for me to come and visit!
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