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When I was a kid I really didn't know anything about
Japanese culture or history. However, that changed in
elementary school with the release of the video game
“Super Street Fighter II."
are fighters from all over the world, so I ended up

The game's characters

learning about different martial arts from different
countries. For example, there is a Chinese fighter who
knows kung-fu, a yoga master from India, and also a
member of the U.S. Special Forces. There are two
Japanese characters: One is Ryu who knows karate,
and the other is a sumo wrestler named E. Honda. E.
Honda can't move around too quickly, but he is very
strong and if his opponent comes too close he will
unleash his “Hundred Hand Slap" attack. Thanks to
this game my generation got its first exposure to sumo
wrestling. When I came to Japan I thought that all
Japanese people must love sumo, but what I actually
discovered was that there are a lot of people that are
not interested in it and many who have never seen it
live before.

I never really watched TV when I lived in Matsue in
Shimane-ken, but after coming to Osakikamijima my
Japanese level was better than before so I started to
watch it more often. I still remembered Super Street
Fighter II and I made an effort to watch sumo on NHK.
By November I had watched sumo several times on
TV, but to tell the truth I thought it was pretty boring.
I understood the general rules, but I didn't understand
the customs such as why the wrestlers keep repeatedly
entering and leaving the ring before a fight. I thought,
“No wonder the Japanese don't like sumo. This is not
fun to watch." However, in November I went with
several other ALTs to Fukuoka to watch sumo, and
I was pleasantly surprised. Live sumo is awesomel
Watching it live you are surrounded by energetic
spectators, and each time the wrestlers enter and leave
the ring before the fight the crowd's energy grows
and grows so by the time it finally begins everyone is
on their feet. After this experience I am now a sumo
fan, and I would like to see it again. If you have the
opportunity definitely go and watch some sumol
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