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In January I renewed my contract, so I will be here for
another year and a half until at least August of 2014. That
will be three years total on Osakikamijima. There are still
a lot of things Id like to do while Im here. My main goal
is to pass N1 of the JLPT. Recently I began studying N1
kanji, and along with the other sections it looks a lot more
challenging than the N2, but I think that I have a chance
of passing during this remaining year and a half. Another
thing Id like to do is to see more of the island. During my
stay up until now I've done quite a bit of exploring on my
scooter and my bicycle, but there are still a lot of places I
have yet to go. Id also like to see more of the surrounding
islands. I've been to Osakishimojima and the chain of islands
connected by bridges that leads to Kure, but there are a lot
of interesting looking islands without bridges that Id like
to see at least once. One more big reason why I renewed
my contract here is the students. I really enjoy seeing the
students grow and advance both at the elementary schools
and the junior high school. The new first year JHS students
in April will be packed into one classroom and this means
that there will unfortunately be less chances to speak one-
on-one, but this is a great group of kids that I'm really
looking forward to teaching at the JHS level

On the JET Program I can work up to 5 years . I think I
mentioned it in an earlier article, but Id like to bring up
my future again. Right now I'm working as an Assistant
Language Teacher (ALT), but there is also another position
on JET called a Coordinator for International Relations (CIR).
Until the summer of 2014 a friend of mine in Hiroshima
City is working as a CIR/PA (Prefectural Advisor), and
if possible I would like to try this position. CIRs use
more Japanese than ALTs, and as a PA I would be in a
leadership position to the prefectural ALTs. It sounds a
fun job, and I would really like to try it. However, I won't
be the only one applying, so because there's a chance I
won't get the job I am also considering other options like
transferring. I have heard that if your location separates
you from your spouse you can get transferred to another
location, and since my wife works in Mihara I think I could
get moved to the mainland. I love Osakikamijima, but I'm
not sure if I could work for more than 3 years here. I don't
know what the future holds, but I do know that Id like to
enjoy the rest of my stay here on the island!
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