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I've written before about my interests in music and
Japanese, but I also have quite a few other hobbies. First,
I love reading. There are many authors that I like, but Ill
introduce my top 3. Actually since my third favorite is
a 3way tie there are five authors in this list. The names
of these three (and their most famous books) are the
Swedish Stieg Larsson (The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo),
and the Americans Michael Crichton (Jurassic Park) and
Orson Scott Card (Ender's Game). My second favorite is
the British James Clavell (Shogun) and at the top of the
list is the Japanese author Haruki Murakami (Norwegian
Wood). What's sad is that in this list of five, three of them
are already dead. Whenever I finish a book I always feel
a little sad, but I especially get depressed when I finish the
last book of a deceased author. The reason is that I will
never be able to read another new book by the author,
and I will never be able to thank him or her for the great
stories.

Some of my other hobbies are photography and astronomy.
Ever since I saw the TV documentary “Cosmos’ by the
American astronomer Carl Sagan several years ago I have
had a deep interest in astronomy. After the sun goes
down I often look up at the night sky filled with thousands
of stars and I think deeply about the Universe. Our sun
is just one out of hundreds of billions of stars in our Milky
Way Galaxy, and our Milky Way Galaxy is just one out of
hundreds of billions of galaxies in the Universe. Don't you
think this is amazing? When I think about the immense
age and size of the cosmos, I wonder about what kind of
life has existed elsewhere in the past and what kind of life
1s existing elsewhere right now. With the Universe as big
as it is, I think there is absolutely no way that Earth is the
only planet with life on it. The other day I bought a zoom
lens and tripod in Saijo for my camera. On the way back
to the island I stopped and took a picture of the sunset, and
at night I used the tripod and took pictures of the night
sky and of the crescent moon. A spectacular night sky can
be seen from Osakikamijima, so I am looking forward to

taking more nighttime photos of the skyl
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